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Run ye to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem, and see now, and know, and 


seek in the broad places thereof, if ye can find a man, if there be any that executeth 
judgment, that seeketh the truth.—Jeremiaa, v. 1. 
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AUGUST, 1°30 
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THE OBSERVANCE OF SUNDAY. 

(Concluding extracts ftom the pamph- 
let printed by Joseph Marot, Phiiade!phia, 
on the observance of Sunday.] 

“(od forbid, that the characters of 
Constantine and Eusebius should be 
held up as examples worthy of imita- 
tion; but yet it cannot be denied, that 
the ediet of the former. by which the 
observation of Sunday as 2 day of rest 
was first ordained by law, bespeaks 
gound diseretion. His edict says, “ Let 
all indges and towns-people, and the 
occupations of all trades, rest on the 
venerable day of the sun. But let 
those who are situated in the country, 
freely and at Wil liberty, attend to the 
business of agriculture; because it of- 
ten happens, that no other day ts so fit 
for sowing corn, or planting vines, lest 
the critical moment being let slip, men 
should lose the commodities granted 
them by the providence of Heaven.” 

When Constantine was passing this 
law, with Eusebius and the clergy of 
his newly-established religion to assist 
and advise him, ean it be believed, that 
he would not have stated that it was 
done in obedience to the command of 
God, as handed down by tradition, or 
by writing, if such it had been consid- 
ered? The contrary cannot be belie- 
ved, whether he be considered as a 
hypocrite om a devotee. 

The multiplication, by the laws ofso- 
ciety. of artificial offences, which are in 
themselves nocrimes, havea very strong 
tendency to corrupt the public morais. 

In sermons, and books of difierent 
kinds, put into the hands of young and 
ignorant persons, Sabbath-breaking is 
constantly held up as a most heinous 
and terrible sin; and when persons 
thus taught to consider it as a sin of 


magnitnde, equal to the commission of! 


Vou. XI. $ 








real crimes, are once tempted to a 
commission of the offence, they be- 
come hardened. An effect is produ- 
ced on their minds, very different from 
what it would be if they were merely 
told that Sabbath-breaking was wrong, 
because it was a breach of municipal 
reculation. 

[t is the very acmé of impolicy, and 
has the strongest tendency to corrupt 
the morals of a people, to teach them 
that trifling offences, which from any 
peculiar circumstance they are con- 
stantly exposed to daily, are ofa het- 
nous nature. ‘The mind by repeated- 
ly committing a minor offence, colour- 
ed to it as an atrocious act, becomes 
hardened and prepared by a species of 
apprenticeship for the commission of 
the worst crimes. Hence it is we con- 
stantiy find culprits at the gallows 
charging the sin of Sabbath-breaking, 
as they call it, with the origin of their 
abandoned course of life; and there can 
be no doubt that they are correct in so 
doing.—By considering the Sabbath 
merely as a municipal regulation, it is 
evident that the occasional breach of it 
will not be attended with the same per- 
nicious consequences as attend the 
breach of it when considered as a di- 
vine ordinance. 

If the Sunday be considered as a di 
vinely-appointed substitute for the Jew- 
ish Sabbath, the consequence follows, 
that it must, or at least ought, if con- 
sistency be attended to, to be kept in 
every respect as the Jewish Sabbath 
was ordained to be kept. In the mul- 
tifarious and complicated concerns of 
a great commercial nation, it 1s not pos- 
sible to keep it as strietly as ordained 
by the lettegiof the old law. Hence 


it must be violated every day, both by 
governments and individuals. In con: 
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sequence of considering this institution 
of divine appointment, tiny persons 
of the best dispositions are placed al- 
most daily in situations the most pain- 
ful. The distressing nature of these 
situations evidentiy proceeds from the 
mistaken idea that it is of divine, an 
not of human, appointment. 
the former, it evidently admits of no 
modification: but if it be only the lat- 
ter, it as evidently may be varied, or 
even dispensed with, as circumstances 
require. 

In the netzhbourhood of the author. 
an honest, respectable, religious man 
lived at an inn as hostler. and after 
some time his master obtained a share 
ina mail coach, and he had the horses 
to prepare and take care of. [tis evi- 
dent that this man must break the Sab- 
bath every Sunday, or abandon the 
situxtion by which he maintained his 
fa wily in comfort: a situation for which 
he wes much better qualified than for 
any other. He applied to the author 
for advice, having read his Bible, and 
wishing to do his duty; but not wish- 
ing to ruin himself, and send his wife 
and children to the parish. He was 
recommended to go to his parish mi 
nister. What passed is unknown to 
the author, except that he returned 
with a perfect contempt for the wretch- 
ed sophistry of his chostly adviser. who 
happened to be one of the Evangelical 
Christians, as they call themselves. 
He was a man of strong common sense; 
it was not likely that he should do oth- 
erwise. 

The author feels a pleasure in sta- 
ting. that the old law of England, be- 
fore its late corruption by the modern 
Pharisees, was perfectly accordant 
with his view of the subject. The Sun- 
day is classed amongst the festivals, 
not the fasts. 

The following injunctions were pub- 
lished by Queen Elizabeth, and KEd- 
ward the Sixth; as no doubt they 
speak the opinions of the leading re- 
formers of that day, they are curious, 
an: deserving of respect. 


“ All parsons, vicars, and curates, shall 
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teach and declare unto the people, that 
they may with a safe and quiet conscience 
after their common prayer in time of har. 
vest, labour upon the holy and festival 
days, and save that thing which God hath 
sent. And if for any scrupulosity or 
grudge of conscience they abstain from 
working upon those days, that then they 
shall grievously offend and dispilease 
God.” 

It is necessary to observe that festj- 
val days, according to an act of par- 
liament, include all Sundays, 

it is unnecessary to add any thing 
more on this subject. It has been 
shown that the intention of the writer 
‘of the first chapter of Genesis, and of 
the remainder of the Pentateuch was, 
to teach that the institution of the Sab- 
bath was expressly limited to the chil- 
dren of Israel, that it was a sign of 
the covenant, betwixt them and God, 
and that the sign and the covenant went 
together. It has been shown, that it 
was abolished by Jesus, when he did 
not enumerate the Sabbath amongst 
the commandments which he ordered 
fo be retained, and by his example in 
breaking it on various occasions. It 
has been shown, that it was abolished 
at the first council of the Church held 


}by the Apostles at Jerusalem; and 


that St. Paul has in the clearest 
terms, and repeatedly, expressed his 
disupprobation, not only of Sabbaths, 
but of the compulsory keeping of set- 
days as an ordinance of religion. Not 
a single passage can be produced from 
the Gospels or Epistles in approbation 
of the continuation of the Sabbath, or 
of the substitution of any day m its 
place. Nor can it be shown, that the 
early Christians considered the obser- 
vance of Sund:y as the renewal of the 
Jewish Sabbath, or in any sense as ab 
institution of divine appointment.* 


* In the Essays on Some of the Di fficul- 
ties in the writings of St. Paul, and in oth- 
er parts of the New Testament; by B- 
Whately, D. D. Principal of St. Albans 
Hall, and Fellow of Oriel College, Oxford, 
Lond. 1828, the very learned author af 
proving that the whole system of Judaism 








is at an end, and that Christians are t 
proceed upon new views and princip 
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Extract from ‘The British Critic, Quar- 
terly Theological Review, and Eccle- 
siastical Record.” —No. XIU. January, 
1830. 


Review of ** Some Account of the Writings 
and Opinions of Justin Martyr. By 


John, Bishop of Lincoln, and Master of 


Christ’s College, Cambridge, 1829.” 

In what manner Sunday was observed 
by the Christians of the second centu- 
ry, is an inquiry of no little interest. 
They seem to have been utterly stran- 
gers to the opinion, that the observan- 
ees of the Jewish Sabbath were trans- 
ferred, in the Christian Church, to the 
first day of the week, either by divine 
authority, or apostolical practice.— 
Their writings supply not the slightest 
intimation that the first day of the 
week was observed by them in obe- 
dience to any positive divine precept 
enjoining it; or that the observance 
of the seventh day, or of one day in 
seven, was enjoined to our first pa- 
rents, and, through them, to all man- 
kind; or that the Sabbatical constitu- 
tions of the Mosaic law were of any 
force at all in the Christian Church. 


But they furnish abundant proofs of 
their opinion, that the institution of 


the Sabbath was given to the Jews on- 
ly; that it was not observed by the pa- 
triarchs before the law; that it was ut- 
terty abrogated, together with the oth- 
er ceremonial appointinents of the 


law, by the introduction of a newer || fi 


and better covenant; and, that the ob- 
servance of it indicated a reprehensi- 
ble desire of returning from Christian- 
ity to Judaism. 

Those who maintain the perpetual 
obligation of the Sabbath, contend, 
that when God had completed the 
work of his creation, he blessed the 





duty, in his Remarks respecting the ob- 
servance of the Lord’s day, expressly de- 
elares, that it derives no part of its sancti- 
ty, from the Subdbatical Institution of the 
Decatogue. ‘Judaism being abolished,” 
says the learned author, ‘‘all its positive 
and ritual ordinances must of course be 
wholly at an end; so that we are now no 
more compelled to keep the fourth command- 
ment, than we are to continue the worship 
of the temple, or the daily sacrifice.” 





seventh day, and sanctified it, and ap- 
pointed it to be kept as a day of holy 
rest by Adam and his posterity. That 
God blessed that day on which he rest- 
ed from the labour of creation, is cer- 
tain: but that he appointed every suc- 
ceeding seventh day to be observed 
thenceforth, by Adam and his descend- 
ants, can neither be proved from Scrip- 
ture, nor gathered from it in the way 
of probable inference; for there is not 
in Seripture the faintest hint. that the 
Sabbath was observed by Adam, or 
Abel, or Seth, or Enoch, or Noah, or 
Melchisedeck, or Abraham, or any 
saint or patriarch from the creation to 
the Exodus. ‘The Jews, who may be 
admitted to be the best interpreters of 
their own law, uniformly maintained, 
that the Sabbath, lke circumcision, 
was given exclusively to them, as the 
sign of the covenant which God had 
made with them; that it belonged, in 
no sense, to the Gentiles, and that it 
was not lawful even for the proselytes 
of the gate toobserve it. “It isa sign 
between me and the children of Is- 
rael.”” Exod. xxxi. 17. ** Moreover 
also I gave them my Sabbaths to be a 
sign between me and them.’’ Ezek. 
xxi. 12. When that covenant, of 
which the Sabbath was a sign, was 
abrogated, the Sabbath itself was of - 
course abrogated with it. This is con~- 
essed; but it is said, that the obser- 
vance of the seventh day Sabbath is 
transferred, in the Christian Church, 
to the first day of the week. Weask, 
by what authority? and are much mis 
taken if an examination of all the texts 
in the New Testament, in which the 
first day of the week is mentioned, does 
not prove that there is no divine of 
apostolical precept enjoining its ob- 
servance, nor any certain evidence 
from Scripture that it was, In fact, so 
observed in the time of the Apostles. 
With respect to the Jewish Sab- 
bath, the conduct of our Lord, who, 
be it remembered, was born under 
the law, was very remarkable. We 


learn from many passages In the Gos- 
pels, that ‘it was his custom” to fre- 
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quent the Synagogue on the Sabbath 
days: but. in all other instances, he ap- 
pears to have treated the scrupulous 
observance of the Sabbath, with stu- 
died disrespect. The diseases which 
he miraculously cured were all chroni- 


= 
cially in their addresses to their Jew- 
ish converts. 

The opinion that the first day of the 
week should be observed by the Chris. 
tians with Sabbatical strictness, and 
that the precepts commanding the ob- 





cal; but he encouraged the sick to 
come to him to be healed on the Sab- |, 
bath though they might just as well 
have waited till the morrow; and if they |! 
lay on couches, he commanded thei, | 
in every instance, to carry them away 
Thus, too, he justified his disciples in 
ars of corn on the Sab- | 





gather iv the ¢ 
bowl 
their doing so was unquestionably a 

breach of the Sabbath; and this he did| 
for two very important reasons: first, | 
to show that the Sabbath was made! 
for man, and not man for the Sabboth: 
and, secondly, that he, the Son of Man. 
as Lord of the Sabbath, had the same 
power to abrogate it, as he had at first 
to command its observance. 


Tt deserves also to be noticed, that 
though, in his Sermon on the Mount, 
and on many other occasions, he en- 
forced and enlarged the other precepts 
of the Decalogue, he never enjoined | 
the observation of the Sabbath on his 
disciples, nor gave them the slightest 
intimation that he designed the obser- 

‘yation of it, under any modifications, 
to be continued m his church. Ac-} 
cordingly, we shal! search the Scrip- 
tures in vain. either for any apostolical 
precept appointing the first day of the 
week to be observed in the place of the 
Jewish Sabbath, or for any unequivo- 
cal proof that the first Christians so ob- 
served it. 











The want of all apostolical precept, 
either enjoining the observance of the 
Lord’s day in lieu of the Jewish Sab- 
bath, or directing in what manner and 
for what purposes it ought to be ob- 
served, is the more remarkable when 
we consider that the great importance 
which the Mosaic law attached to the 
times and circumstances of divine wor- 
ship, made it more necessary for the 
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to satisfy their hunger, though _herents carried their notions, the fol- 


servetion of the Jewish Sabbath, were 
‘transferred by God himself te the first 
of the week in the Christian 
Church, was Arst broached in England 
about the vear 1594, by Dr. Bound, a 
| purit: in divine, and ever since that 
time has had many followers. To what 
a lenuth this man and his fanatical ad- 


| lowing passage may show: 

“They were so hardy,”’ says Collier, 
‘‘asto say, * That to do any servile 
work or business on the Lord’s day, 
wis as creat a sin as to kill a man. or 
commit adultery; that to throw a bail 
on the Lord’s day was as great a sin 
as to kill a man; that to make a feast, 
or dress a wedding dinner in the same, 
was as great a sin as for a father to 
take a knife and cut his child’s throat; 
snd that to ring more bells than one 
on the Lord’s day, was as great a sin 
as to commit a murder.’ ”’ 





(From the N. Y. Duily Sentinel.} 
SUNDAY MAILS. 

Our readers will recollect thatere 
published some time since a comm- 
| nication from our correspondent  Phi- 
lippi,”’ respecting the declaration of a 
reverend gentleman, at the anniversa- 
ry of the American Bible Society.— 
That communication Jay upon our 
hands two or three days, because we 
refused to publish it until we obtained 
the name of the author, and his attest 
ation to the facts therein contained. 
Having obtained these, we deemed it 
our duty to lay the communication be- 
fore our readers, that the ultimate de- 
signs of those who had so often been 
charged with, and had so often denied 
an intention to unite Church with, 
State in this country might be prov 
from their own mouths. 

We are not among those who would 




















Apostles to notice these poiuts, espe- 









raise a public excitement by the use 
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ef popular obnoxious plirases, or the 
raising of public indignation; we would 
be among the last to impute bad mo- 
tives to any man, or any set of men; 
and in using the words “Chureh and 
State,’ we have not done it without 
a thorough conviction, that there are’ 
men-—powerlul and influential men in. 
this country, who are aiming at noth- 
ing less than an establishment of their 
church upon the wreck of our liber- 
ties. Many circumstances, besides 
the express declaration of the centle- 
man above alluded to, have of late oc- 
curred to strengthen our opinion. We 
had expected that the facts stated by 
our correspondent would have been 
denied, or some explanation § given 
of it; indeed, we were informed that 
an explanation would be given, and 
expressed our wish that it might, and 
our willingness to publish it. 
we have since heard nothing of it, and 
are therefore bound to give full cre- 
dence to our correspondent, and to 
take the reverend gentleman at his own‘ 
words, viz:—** We are endeavouring 
to unite Church and State in this Re- 
public—why not come out boldly with 
our intentions?” 

Perhaps, however, silence was deem- 
ed the most prudent course to pursue, 
as enquiry could but result to their 
disadvantage; and by silence the peo- 
ple would be lulled to sleep, or their 
thoughts absorbed on other subjects, 
while the chains with which they were 
to be bound, were constantly, though 
silently and secretly, lengthening and 
strengthening, until their length and 
strength should become so great that 
they could be neither compassed nor 
broken. The power wielded by this 
party, has of late been signally taani- 
fested in this city and state, in their 
control of the newspaper press. ‘This, 
to us, is one of the most alarming 
“sions of the times.”” The press is a 
powerful engine; and if ambitious ec- 
clesiastics can but bribe or frighten 
into their schemes those who have a 
hand in wielding it, one of the great- 
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of their purpose wouid he removed. 
While this, or any considerable por- 
tion of it remains independent and vi- 
gilant, they can have little hope of suc- 
cess. But they must be watched with 
an eagle eye. Let us not imagine 
that because their operations are not 
distinctly discernible—because _ their 
exertions have apparently ceased for 
at moment, that their designs have 
been abandoned. No! let us rather 
judge from their momentary silence 
that their secret snares have not yet 
been sufficiently prepared, nor their 
chains forzed with sufficient strength 
to consume us; longer, stronger, and 
more wily ones may yet be exhibited, 
and no one who observes carefully 
their secret operations can avoid see- 
ing cause of alarm, and reasons for 
sounding it. 

The communication of “ Reuben”’ 
on this subject is exceedingly well-ti- 
med, and proves there are some faith- 
ful watchmen among us. 


For the Sentinel and Advocate. 


‘*We are endeavouring to unite 
Church and State in this Republic.” 


I suppose it is now well known, or 


‘at least it ought to be, that these 


words were delivered publicly by a 
speaker, at a meeting of the members 
of the Bible, Tract, and other Reli- 
gious Societies, in the middle Dutch 
Church in this city. ‘When [ read 
these words in the paper, (Daily Sen- 
tinel, May 14,) 1 was struck with as- 
tonishment. | did not suppose that a 
sentence like this durst have been ut- 
tered in a land that professes to call 
itself free; in a land whose very foun- 
dation is liberty and ‘independence! 
How could I suppress my astonish- 
ment, when I heard frora a source like 
this, words which go at once to dash 
in pieces that ‘all in all” of our liber- 
ty— The Declaration of Independence? 
[f, fellow-citizens, we dash in pieces 
this polished monument of our liberty, 
where is he that shall raise us another? 
Will JEFFERSON’ return? Alas! 








est obstacles to the accomplishment 
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might expect t» see tin, like the rest- | 
less Ghost of Hamlet, burst from his 
tomb to revenge this “foul and unna- 
tural murder”’ of liberty and independ- 
ence. I had anticipated a general 
murmur; a general cry of shame, from 
one end of these States to the other! 
But how much was | deceived. Not 
a word did | hear of this sentence af- 
terwards; scarcely was it even copied 
by any of our public prints. 

This being the case, | was led to re- 
flect on this subject; and I find that this 
sentence is innocent enough; that ‘e 
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a 


iron grasp. If these observations are 
erroncous, do not believe them—if trne 
do not forget them. REUBEN 





[From the New York Telescope.) 
ORTHODOX CONFESS THE 
DANGER. 

The Rey. Solomon Aiken, of the 
State of Vermont, who, so far as his 
religious opinions are concerned, jg 
strictly orthodox, has recently publish- 
ed a sermon, in which he confesses 
there is the greatest danger to be ap- 
prehended from the designs and ma- 


| 





words are mere sounds, without mean- 
ing. But, fellow citizens, what will, 
they mean? ‘To you, Farmers, Me- | 
chanics, and Working Men, what will | 
they mean? And first, to the Farmers 
—to you who are the strong hold of 
our rights an’ privileges; to you who 
are (I think I may say) the most vir- 
tuvus Cass in society; what will the. 
above sentence mean! After many of 
you have borne the scorching heat of 
thirty summers, and the severity of an 
eual number of winters; after the bar- 
ren clay has become a fertile mead; 
after you have secured to yourselves 
in happy expectation, an asylum of 
peace and comfort for your declining 
years; after all this, I say, what will 
be the meaning of this innocent sen- 
tence? This will be its meaning: That 
you shall pay one tenth of the produce 
of all this labor annually, to support a 
Church in this Republic! This will 
be the meaning of the sentence! And 
this is the meaning of it, at this mo- 
ment in Britain; and, worse than this, 
is the meaning of it in many other 
countries. And certain itis, yea, cer- 
tain as death, that this will be the 
me ining of it here, if you suffer Church 
and State to be united. 

Mechanics and Working Men! if 
you think there is a side door by which 
you will escape the wretched fate of 
your worthy fellow-citizens, the far- 
mers, show it ne—for I can see none. 
Do not flatter yourselves that you will 
be let easily off; for not one, but those 


chinations of the dominant clergy in 
the United States. This sermon waa 
delivered in the south village. in Starks- 
borough, Vt. on Thanksgiving Day, 
December 2, 1829, and has appeared 
at Woodstock, in the columns of the 
** Watchman and Repository.” * The 
pamphlet was handed to us,”’ says the 
editor of the Watchman, ** by Mr. Ai- 
ken himself; and from a little conver- 
sation with him, we find that he is or- 
thodox according to the modern ac- 
ceptation of the word. But notwith- 
standing his religious views, he appears 
to be totally averse to the various and 
complicated schemes which have been 
vot up by the orthodox clergy, to unite 
chureh and state. He is as free to ex- 
press his opinion of their designs, and 
equally as free to censure them, as any 
one that has spoken or written on the 
subject.” 

We give below an extract of some 
length, which we hope will be read 
with the attention its importance de- 
mands. When we have accused the 
orthodox of designs against the civil 
liberties of liberal citizens, they have 
professed to treat the accusation witb 
contempt, in some cases, and in others, 
totally to deny it, and charge us with 
slander. We have now the testimony 
of one of their own clergy, given In & 
public manner, to the truth of what we 
have said. Whether they will excom- 
municate him for this, as for the sin 
against the Holy Ghost, we cannot de- 
termine. ‘To those engaged in the 








of their own elan, will escape their 








same cause with us, we say, you now 
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see there is a real danger, a danger | 
confessed by the orthodox themselves. | 
Js there not cause for alarm? Is it not! 
“high time to awake out of sleep?” 
Our slumber is our destruction. 

Mr. Aiken was speuking of the 
danger of our civil liberties. ** To what 
quarter then,”’ he says, * shall we look 
for our enemy?”’ to which he replies: 
« The enemy is among our clergy. 
they are possessed of the same spirit 
that they were in past centuries. They 
are men of like passions, they are pos- 
sessed of the same moral depravity, 
the same thirst for power and worldly 
splendour, the same desire for domi- 
pion over the consciences and wealth 
of the people, which the clezgy gene- 
rally now have in Europe, and are ear- 
nestly looking for a preponderating in- 
fluence in matters of religion, over the 
civil government of the notion, Sat) 
they legislate in religious concerns ac- 
cording to their dictation! 

“Such a combination or coincidence 
of operation has existed for years, cal- 
culated for the subversion of our pre- 
sent form of government, and the re- 
moval of our civil and religious rights, | 
among the clergy, generally, not uni-| 
versally, (the Methodists and Baptists, 
seein not to join the combinations; in’ 
some instances their ministers and 
churches, have complied with their du- | 
ty, in publicly raising their voice against | 
the measures of the combination, as) 
tending to the subversion of the civil | 
and religious liberties of the country.) 
The combination is composed princi-; 
pally of the congregational and presby-| 
terian ministers; but there are a few) 
noble exceptions who ought to be re-| 
membered. 

* The great and last object, of the 
combination is to establish @ national 
religious TEST, to prevent INFIDELS) 
from RULING over us, to establish reli- | 
gion by law, and let the nation support 
religion here, as the nations of Europe 
do there. Then will exist a union of) 
church and state, and one support the 
other by their mutual power and influ-, 
ence. 





| ‘ Butas the political views and fvel- 
‘ings of the present generation in the 
United States, are far from this state 
of society, as also their national politi- 
cal constitutions, the rising and after 
generations must be trained up to it. 
And this have the clergy commenced, 
under the idea of FORMING THE PURLIC 
MIND, that is, prepare the public mind 
for this state of society. 

** But for this, money is absolutely ne- 
cessary, and a great deal too, to give 
the education of the country a different 
direction. For this purpose within a 
few years, every measure is taken, and 
every benevolent plausible pretext is 
_put in operation, to draw money from 
ithe peopie; all in some way to form 
the public mind; not so much to alter 
or form the minds of adult persons who 
have their political sentiments estub- 
lished; but to form and mould the 
ininds of the rising generation. For 
this, have the clergy sought and ob- 
tained great influence in our colleges 
and academies. Domestic missions 
are made subservient to forming the 
public mind, as well in politics as in 
religion, since ‘a truly religious party 
in politics’ is desired. 

* Peculiarly adapted to form the pub- 
lic mind, are the institutions for the 
education of indigent pious young men 
for the ministry. For the benevolent 
purpose, money is solicited, and the 
institutions are in successful operation. 
Those young gentlemen, after receiv- 
ing their education, yearly issuing from 
these institutions, being taught there- 
for, are fit agents for their purposes, 
and among others, to traverse over the 
United States, exhibiting religious dis- 
courses, calculated only to excite the 
people to contribute their money for 
some benevolent purpose, and in this 
way refund the expenses of then edu- 
cation. ast 

‘s The Bible and tract societies are so 
conducted as to be very lucrative, 
aside from donations which they are 
constantly receiving. 1 

And in addition to all previous mea- 








sures to amass the money of the cous- 
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try, they have now seized upon the 
Sabbath-day schools to bring them into 
a systematic union, over which to have 
the whole superintendance. '!n thus 
forming the public mind, they have a 
two-fold advantage. ‘The innnediate 
direction of the instruction of the ri- 
sing generation. in confining them to 


books of their own prescriptions, all of | 


their printing, and what they do not 
write, they take the liberty to alter, 
add to, or diminish from and change 
the sent.ments, and retain the orivi- 
nal author’s name, when it is of ceie- 
brity. This is by them conceded— 
preferring to be dictators of the faith 
of thousands, rather than to be instru- 
mental in disseminating error. This, 
truly submitted to, is giving them a 
superior advantage to form and mould 
the public mind, according to their 
wish, and prepare the next generation 
to be active in the “truly religious 
party in politics.’’—And besides this, 
their intermeddling with Sabbath-day 


schools opens to them another door of 


wealth, to be drawn from the people. 
Not only by so organizing the schools 
as to bring a surplus into the treasu- 
ries of the schools, which must be an- 
nually transmitted to the treasury at 
Philadelphia, but also their traffic in 


school books, which will yield them | 


thousands of dollars yearly, as they 
supply those schools with uniform 
books throughout the United States. 
This will be one great, if not the great- 
est source of wealth their ingenuity 
hath invented; such an income, with- 


out an outgo, saving the expense of 


agents for bringing the schools in 
union. Many dollars from every 


school will annually fall into their trea- 
sury, aside from the purchase of their 


books. 


“ Let the various increase of income 
be considered, which yearly comes in- 


to the treasuries of those different. in- 
corporated Societies. 


cited and made for various purposes: 


the yearly income of their own estab- 


cleti The numerous 
extorted contributions, constantly soli- 











‘printing and vending books, which 
‘their imine: se capital affords thein the 
greatest facility and despatch in print- 
ing, that human invention hath ever 
discovered. These societies are alrea. 
dy over rich, for which donations ure 
constantly solicited and obtained. 

* Governor Lincoln, of Mass. in his 
messaye to the Genera] Court of that 
State, in taking notice of the extreme 
impropriety of incorporating societies 
to hold property in the manner they 
do, observes, that the money these so- 
cleties obtain, can never return to the 
people again, that it is out of the peo- 
ple’s power of leyislation, it cannot be 
taxed or called upon to bear any pro- 
portion in any public expense; that 
deaths do not call for any division of 
the property. And he considers that 
nothing short of a revolution can reme- 
dy the evil. Can we, therefore, with 
‘reason and common policy, approve 
,of these societies, in their aecumula- 
\ting such immense property as they do, 
| under various pretences, not material 
| what they are, so long as the property 
| goes from under the power of the peo- 
\ple, and cannot be called upon, evea 
to pay for its own protection! 

“But this is not worth naming, 
when it is considered, that it has al- 
ready erected a monied aristocracy 10 
‘the bowels of our country; and that in 
ithe most dangerous hands, even ia 
such as yet have never failed of taking 
the prerogatives of the Church of 
| Christ from it; and whose avowed ob- 
| ject is to unite Church and State in the 
land. 

This immense independent proper: 
ty, which they have already yathered, 
and is daily increasing, will very s00a 
enable them to turn the wheels of our 
government. The people will then 9 
longer boast of governing themselves, 
| but the clergy will control our elec- 
tions and legislation. However ¢hi- 

merical this may appear to some, it 
| inay take place beforethey are aware 
onde It is an object not under cover, but 
openly avowed. 
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ing the feelings and prospects, not con- 
cealed, but open to the public. and 
declared before the world; is it right, 
is it suitable, is it duty, to give them 
money to form our chains of slavery?” 








[From the Evangelical Magazine, printed 
at Utica, N. Y.} 
THE CRISIS. 

There can be no doubt in the mind 
ef the attentive observer of the “signs 
of the tines.” that a crisis is approach- 
ing in this community—nay, that it is 
bigh at hand, ** even at the doors’ — 
which the enlightened and liberal part 





of community have long sought to 
avoid and to put far away: a crisis in 
which a man’s religious opinions, or 
particular creed of doctrines, will be 
made the test of his qualifications for| 
civil office and stations of honor and! 
trust. A ~ Christian party in politics,” 
so named by Dr. Ely, the projector, 
has been organized, and is now acting: 
m concert throughout the nation, i. e. | 
among the particular class of people 
constituting it. They are determined 
not to be satisfied with men in office, 
who are honest, virtuous, upri_ht,, 
faithful in the discharge of their public | 
duties; no, this will not answer—they | 
must belong to ‘*our party,” to “ our| 
sect,” to “our church,” and unite in 
supporting all the wily and sectarian 
schemes that this party has been pleas- 
ed to set on foot, or they must be rep- 
resented as * bad and dangerous men, 
who have not the fear of God before 
their eyes.”’ 

True, this party profess not to be 
influenced by these narrow feelings 
and sectarian motives, but to act on 
fuir and honorable principles. ‘They 
say, “ we do not wish to join either of 
the great political parties that divide 
the public mind—we wish to act as 
patriots and christian freemen, and 
to have good men chosen to fill every 
office in the gift of the people.” All 
this is very fair in appearance. But 
then observe these pious souls a little 
more minutely and you will discover 





ee 








the motive which actuates them. ‘They 


—— 
have a set of cant phrases in the use 

of which they are well versed and train- 

ed, and which it is necessary that all 

should understand, in order to know 

the precise intentions of those who use 
them. For instance, by “ @ good man," 

they mean “a sound Presbyterian” — 
by a bad man, one who refuses to wear 
their yoke, and takes the liberty to 
think and act for himself, who does 
not choose to support the “ Pioneer” 
line of stages, nor their Tract Socie- 
ties, nor Missionary Societies, nor Sun- 
day School Union, nor consult them in 
all he says and does. They associate 
the idea of all merit and virtue with 
one who belongs to their sect; and the 
idea of all vice and iniquity with one 
who does not see with their eyes, hear 
with their ears, and be governed by 
their consciences. 

That man must be blind indeed whe 
does not perceive this to be the lead- 
ing principle of action in all the late 
movements and electioneering plans of 
that party. Their motives have been 
more fully developed and more clearly 
seen, Within a few days past, in this 
village, by means of the electioneering 
sermons, domiciliary visits and street 
compliments of Dr. Lansing, of the 
second Presbyterian church. The 
charter elettion of village officers is 
at hand, and Dr. L. does not fail to 
make the election of “sound Preshyte- 
rians” the great desideratuin to urge 
upon the consideration of all his follow- 
ers and all whom he can persuade or 
intimidate by his flattery and cant phra- 
ses about “good men” (i. e. Presby- 
terians.) In view of these things and 
the simultaneous determination of 
Presbyterians throughout the nation 
to act on this principle, it does not re- 
quire the spirit of prophecy to predict 
that the grand struggle is at hand, and 
that very soon, if not immediately, the 
creat political parties now dividing the 
nation, with all their divisions and sub- 
divisions, will be lost sight of, and give 
place to the wider divisions, more de- 
termined hostilities, and more bitter 
contentions of sectarianism: forno ani- 
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mosities are more bitter and deadly 
than those springing from this source. 
The two grand divisions will be, the, 
** church and state party,’ marshalled 
under such men as Drs. Ely, Beecher, 
Beman, Lansing, Wisner, and others’ 
of their peculiar stamp, and the oppo- | 
sers of this great (self-styled) “ chris- 
tian party in politics,’’ embracing the| 
move liberal and- republican sects of 
christians and men who are not at-| 
tached to any particular aap ne, 
tion. ‘The great question to be deci-| 
ded by these parties will be, whether | 
the dominant clergy of the first named | 
party shall rule the nation and convert| 
“u intoa Presbyterian church by com- 
pulsion, or whether we shall be. as hi- 
therto, a free people, and allowed to 
worship God according to the dictates’ 
of our own conseiences. | 

As before remarked, enlightened | 
and liberal minded men have long| 
sought to prevent the arrival of mssand 
a crisis as this. Butthey are now ge-! 
neruly convinced that it must come. | 
Those restless master spirits of self 
styled Orthodoxy are determined to! 
bring it forward, and that as quick as; 
possible. They are not contented) 
with mghts and privileges equal to oth- 
ers—they will not rest satisfied unless 
they can lord it over God’s heritage 
and compel others to conform to their 
standard and support their dogmas, and | 
all their sectarian and wily schemes. 

Well, let the contest come then, if 
come it must, we care not how soon. 
Let every friend to the constitution of 
the United States, and to the liberties 
asserted and maintained by our fore- 
fathers, be on his watch-tower, and 
stand to his post. What we say to 
one we say to all, * Watch’’ the move- 
ments of the enemy, be firm to the 
principles of freedom, and alike un- 
moved by the flattery of sycophauts 
and bypocrites, and the frowns and an- 
athemas of bigots, 


[From the same. | 
DR. ELY AND THE BAPTISTS. 





— 








Dr. Ely, ia proposing his “ Chris- 


—-—- 
a 


tian party in polities,” and calculating 
the amount of orthodox strength in the 
nation, it is well known, embraced the 
Baptists and the Methodists, as pbeiy, 
on his side, and endeavored to whee. 
dle them into the belief, that they 
would be as much honored and res. 
pected in this association as his ows 
dear, true, “sound Presbyterinns.” 
But that he meant to make of them 
mere * hewers of wood and drawers of 
water” to minister to the Presbyterian 
vobility, we have been satisfied all 
along. And hence we rejoice at cer- 
tain developements of late that cannot 
fail of convincing the public generally 
of this fact. Wherever the views of 
these denoininations come in collision 
with the Dr.’s darling creed or cere- 
monies, he does not fail to apply te 
them all the harsh and opprobious epi- 
thets, and sneering cant phrases in his 
vocabulary. 

A quite spirited controversy has 
lately been carried on between the 
Doctor and a writer in the New York 
Baptist Register, published in this vil- 
lave, over the signature of ** A Looker 
on.’ The Register of the 23d ult, 
contains a long, and well written arti- 
cle addressed to Dr. Ely, on the sub- 
ject of his “ Christian party in politics.” 
It seems the Dr. had not only denoun- 
ced him as a “ Baptist enemy,” &c. 
but had also undertaken to ridicule 
the mode of Baptism to which this de- 
nomination so strenuously and con- 
scientiously hold, calling it “ ducking” 
instead of baptizing, and representing 
his own mode by the complaisant terms 
of “sacramental sprinkling,” “literal 
sealing,” * sacramental seal of the co- 
venant of redemption,” &c. &c. 


INTERESTING INTELLIGENCE 
FROM ALABAMA. 


fA church was instituted near Clai- 
borne, Alabama, June 10th, 1827, entitled 
“The Apostolic Baptist Church.” Among 
the principles of its Constitution are the 
following. } 


Art. 11. We believe that the new 
fraternity sprung up ef late, call 
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Mission ries, (whether among the Bap- 
tists, Presbyterians, Methodists, Lu- 
therians or Quakers) are not known 
as Christians in the Bible by their faith 
or practice, 

Art. 13. And whereas clerical ex- 
tortion, founded on the pretension of 
spreading the Gospel, is contrary to 
the word of God, the examples of the 
Apostles and their legal successors, 
and is a reproach to any Church who 
suffers it practised on them. And 
whereas one set after another of Mis- 
sionaries or Money Beggars, like the 
locusts of Neypt, are swarming over 
our once happy land, with awful gri- 
maces, threatening to destroy our last 
mite of relivious comforts. extorting 
(by false constructions of the Serip- 
ture) from men, women, and children, 
their hard earnings, from thousands, 
down to the pitiful cent of the cheated 
sclivol boy, under the pretext of spread- 
ing the Gospel. Such proceedings are 
a disgrace to those called Baptists. 
Art. 14. We are conscious that theo- 
lorical schools erected to qualify men to 
preach the Gospel, are mens’ inven- 
tions, and that God needs no such aid, 
to help him mikea Minister of Christ. 
Christ chose illiterate men altogether, 
Paul excepted. Take a retrospective 
view of the venerable fathers of the 





















Baptist Church, the most of whom 
some of your eyes have beheld. We} 
will only cite you a little back—the 
immortal Silas Messer set out with 
his wallet on his shoulder, his apparel 
coarse, his fare scanty.—Remember 
the immortal Heflin, Vining, Rooker, 
Framewood, Furman, Holcome, T. 
Mercer, Maginty, Baker, Marshal, 
Mosley, Franklin, and bundreds of 
others too tedious to mention, who 
have left the testimony of their call to 
the ministry of Christ, engraven on the 
hearts of thousands of precious sou!s; 
all these and thousands more, from the 
rude mass of uncultivated nature, 
taught alone in the school of Christ, 
and their own indefatigable exertions, 
raised the Baptist Church of Christ to 
that state ef excellenee.and glory, that 





surpassed all others in the minds of 
Christians. 

And what have your learned minis- 
ter-making machines done? We read 
of a few fine gentlemen in the north, 
where seats in the Temple of Ged are 
numbered, and as you approach near- 
er their stand, to hear them, every 
seat nearer you come to hear their fine 
finished sentences, you will have te 
give them more money. 

Those gentlemen of fine talents, 
must have fine salaries, or they cannot 
preach to the people, and if this be the 
way only that salvation is to be pub- 
lished to a perishing world, | do not 
know what will become of poor people 
and American Negroes—but glory be 
to God, we are not to be swindled out 
of our money and religious privileges 
too, in this way; since God has said 
the poor have the Gospel preached 
unto then. We do, therefore, protest 
against such inventions, as the works 
of darkness and not of God. 

Art. 15. We do also protest against 
the Bible Society, as being unwarrant- 
ed in the Bible, and inadmissible in 
the union and fellowship of the Gospel. 
Those modern fine coated gentlemen, 
skilled in begging, lay much stress on 
the situation of the poor as a plea to 
get money to print Bibles; assuring 
them that those who are not able to 
buy, shall have them gratis; but the 
poor dupe’who gives his money, hears 
no more of it, till looking rouad he 
finds everv little grog-shop with a box 
of Missionary Bibles for sale, and at 
about 59 per cent. above the current 
price; this to us looks like speculation, 
founded on.falsehood and fraud. 

And whereas on our part, we feel 
conscious we have not departed frou 
the faith, once delivered to the Saints, 
by Christ and his Apostles, held sa- 
cred by our venerable fathers of the 
Church of God, until changed by the 
Missionaries, or money changers. Be- 
ing confident that County Societies, 
State Conventions, ‘Tract Societies, 
Bible Societies, Theological Schools, 








begging money, preaching money beg- 
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sing sermous, in fieu of preaching the 
Gospel, and hiring agents to beg mo- 
ney, by putting on the preacher's 
black coat or gown, and turnmg up 
his fore-top for the support of such 
men and measures—believing ‘that 
every pious heart, influenced by Grace, 
is grieved to see the doors of the tem- 
ples of God so awfully profaned on 
the Loil’s day, to see a Judas, who 
is rather timid to take the baz, with; 
his hat at one door, and a Judess with 
her bay at the other: and in lieu of 
singing with the Spirit, and with the 
understanding—adimonishing one ano- 
ther, in psalins and hymns, singing 
to the Lord—the appropriate rhyme 
begins—“ He who nothing gives no 
body loves, Creation’s blot, Creation’s 
blank,” &e. 

We believe that Christ’s ministers 
never were, nor never will be, Jucas’s 
or hirelings, but like Peter, “silver and 
gold have I none, but such as | have | 
give unto thee, in the name of Christ,” 
and that they are called and qualified 
of God as Aaron was, and not sent of 
men, as they are now: and that they 
ure yet willing to count all things dross, 
that they may glorify God, and win 
souls to Christ. And whereas, since 
the introduction of this fortune hunting 
religion among us, the Baptist Church 
seems to have initiated itself into the 
good graces of the world, and taken 
the world into half-membership with 
it—Piety has declined, peace and union 
lias departed, and except a Christian, 
Judas-like, will take and carry the 
bag, he is coolly treated, and bound 
down by the Church, and is looked up- 
on as the poor pitiful wretch they sing 
of, a Llot and a blank in creation, that 
no body loves. These sarcasms, and 
false reproaches, added te fomes and 
tortures in former times, have helped 
the Christians to believe they were not 
of this world, and in hope of eternal 
glory, which God hath promised to 


the loss of all things, and to count all 
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ings, and with all churches who hold 


ee ne, 
















as sO Many preiudes to their eterna 
state of glory hereafter. 

We, the Apostolic Baptist Chureh 
most solemily declare an unfellowshi, 


; ; ar ship 
with all such societies 


and proceed. 


meinbers of such societies in them. 

We do therefore agree as a Church 
of Jesus Christ, through divine assist. 
ance, once more to maintain and re. 
store purity of principles, brotherly 
love, peace an‘ fellowship, among our- 
selves, if possible. 

Art. 16. Believing that Tract So. 
cieties often frame fictitious accounts 





lack $50,000 this year, in the minister 
such, they have been willing to suffer | 





























and narratives, to mistead the mind, 
to promote their own interest, and te 
diffuse sectarian feelings in the minds 
of youth, and are thus paving the way 
for an established religion, which evil 
every Christian should guard against, 
and to which every friend of Christ 
should set his veto—We therefore de- 
clare an unfellowship with all such in- 
ventions. 

And whereas, they unite themselves 
in social compact with the world, 
(contrary to the word of God) by 
orming County Societies, Tract So- 
cieties, Bible Societies, and Theolo- 
gical Schools, to polish young men to 
beg more money, under the name of 
Christ's Ministers, when, according to 
the Scriptures, they are the Ministers 
of Anti-Christ. ‘They tell us that the 
Indians are to be converted at home; 
the Mahomcetans, the Hindoos and Af 
ricans abroad, and the Jews every 
where—when they get money enough 
Our blessed Lord sent out his preach- 
ers without purse or scrip; when they 
returned, he asked them if they lack- 
ed any thing—they said nothing.— 
Matthew 10, 9. But those Apostles 
of the modern age, first polished by 
men’s inventions, with their fine sik 
gowns and frizzled foretops, have ex 
hausted their thousands, but they still 





makin machines, to prepare @ thou- 
sam or more money beggars, an 





things they have lost here fur Christ, 
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then they presume they will an 
enough to pay off arrears; the gre@ 





_— — = TE “ae 
t ¢ . 

4 . oy * 

: 4 su ae 

a © : * 

% Pid mm ht 

i We Xe * Om, Sc ¢ ai 











THE REFORMER. 125 








= 1" 

and mighty Alabama Baptist State 
Convention, only lacks $250 this year, 
and inasmuch as another mighty cham- 
pion has joined, it is to be hoped next 
year they will pay off their arrears. 

And whereas, those fine polished 
gentlemen, under the cloak, as we con- 
ecive, of Ministers of Christ, easily 
work on the charitable feelings of our 
women and children, and prey upon 
their superstitious prejudices and fears, 
while poor widows and orphans have 
not escaped their merciless outrave. 

Aud whereas, to us it appears that 
the ordinances of the Gospel are pro- 
faned or neglected, changed or per- 
verted; the world brought imto_ life- 
membership, in a mystical way of half 
brotherhood with the Church, and 
new pompous titles created for and 
brought along with them, such as Pre- 
silent, Vice-President, Board of Di- 
rectors, Secretaries, Generals and So- 
licitors. To us these new-fangled no- 
tious, taught for the doctrine of the 
Gospel, by high minded literary money 
bevgars, are only so many evidences, 
agreeing to the false prophets, that 
should come to deceive, if it were 
possible, the very elect. 

We, the apostolic Baptist Church, 
declare to the world, that we have no 
fellowship with any of those who per- 
vert the truth, and wrest tlie Scrip- 
tures, or teach for doctrine, the com- 
mandments of men. And whereas 


five years’ experience of the missiona- | 


ry plans and proceedings among us, 
has taught us to believe they have been 
a fruitful source of argument, strife 
and contention among us; that they 


have destroyed the peace, union and. 
fellowship among brethren, and the- 


fellowship among minisiers of different 
Churches—they have given rise to re- 
proaches, backbiting, whispering and 
evil speaking, discord and unhappi- 
ness, all of which prove tous they are 
an abomination in the sight of God.— 
Prov. vi. 16, 17, 18, 19. 

We do solemnly believe that it is 
the missionary money -beggors and 
their unhallowed money waking ma- 


chines, introduced into the Baptist 
Church, which has been the cause of 
our present miserable condition in 
Zion. And to add to our aillictions, 
itis no longer necessary in order to 
become a member of the Church, that 
they should say Sheboleh—but Sebo- 
lah; and ten or fifteen dollars is all that 
is now considered necessary to make 
a member of Christ's Church. 

Art. 17. Baptist State Conventions 
and County Societies, are only money 
traps. under a religious cover. It was 
acknowledged by the Rev. first General 
of the order, in conference, that mo- 
ney was the object of County Socie- 
ties aid State Conventions. The Rey. 
General stated the truth, we have ne 
deubt. In this degenerate age of the 
the world, we think money makes the 
most of preachers go, as well as the 
mare; help Lord for the Godly man 
ceaseth, for the faithful fail fom among 
the children of men. 

We submit to the world in general, 
and to christians in particular, these, 
the articles of our faith, and these our 
declarations, as some of the reasons 
why we have declared an unfellowship 
with the present customs; and we, the 








Apostolic Baptist Church of Christ, 
do solemnly protest against all whe 
\love not our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
jrefuse submission to the kingly autho- 
rity of Christ in his*Church.—Amen. 
WILLIAM JONE 

[We thank the person who forwarded 
‘to us the pamphlet containing the forego- 
| ing articles, and hope the southern Bap- 
tists at least will be saved from the numer 
sous mercenary and fashionable schemes 
jand inventions which so much prevail in 
these northern states, and which have 
been diffused in many places among the 
| Baptists, particularly in New England. 
Pure and undefiled religion becomes pros 
trated and destroyed, wherever these mo- 
dern schemes and inventions prevail; and 
if the Baptists at the south knew how hit- 
‘tle true ehristianity existed among their 
‘Baptist brethren at the north, and the 
pomp and grandeur which are displayed 
in their meeting houses, they would not 
suppose they were once a despised and 
persecuted people. How true are the 














i words of Christ, that ‘the world will love: 
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its own,” for since the Baptist preachers 
have received large salaries for preaching, 
and their congregations have erected 
splendid meeting houses, and sell pews 
{o the highest bidders, like other corrupt 
sects, they are held in great honour and 
esteem by the preachers and people of 
other corrupt sects, and the offence of the 
eross has ceased. } 


BXPULSION OF A TRACT DISTRI- 
BUTOR, &e. 

[The Town Council of Coventry, R. 1. 
some time since, expelled a congrega- 
tional preacher from that town, who was 
engaged in distributing Tracts and carry- 
ing on other sectarian operations in that 
town. Great complaints were made in 
the clerical and missionary papers of the 
day on account of this proceeding, to 
which the Selectmen of Coventry have 
replied. The following is an extract from 
their reply. ] 

“An impartial statement of facts, 
will transfer the disgrace frem the 
State to an individual who has come 
among us to create dissentions; and to 
the meddling societies, which insult 
the State by sending agents Into it to 
reform its morals. No state in the 
Union can boast of more moral, rea- 
sonable, temperate, religious and pa- 
triotic citizens than Rhode-[sland. It 
has as many churches and as many 
ministers as it needs; and it is in no 
danger of pining for the want of spi- 
ritual assistance trom abroad. When 
we want temperanee agents and imis- 
sionary men, we can send for them; 
and when they come, if their conduct 
is proper, we can pay them; and when 
we get tired of them we can send them 
away. We have now, and we hope 
we always shall have, too much self- 
respect to tolerate a professed Minis- 
ter of the Gospel, who so far departs 
from the line of his duty, as to ¢“dis- 
turb the peace of families, and calum- 
niate individual reputation.” 





[From the Christian Intelligencer.} 
ELECTION SERMON. 
The Election Sermon delivered be- 
fore the Connecticut Legislature this 
summer by Rev. Mr. Boardman, was 
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strong bonds upon the arms of the un- 
rodly,’’ 1. e. strong cords around the 
necks and hot irons through the 
toncnes of heretics. He avowed hig 
‘hostility to a lree press, inasmuch asit 
‘is ** the means of corrupting the hearts 
ind the morals of the great mass of the 
community.’’ Immediately after Mr, 
Boardman got through, the Legisla- 
ture of Connecticut voted that there 
should hereafter be no more election 
serinons delivered before the Legisla- 
ture of that State. This vote arose 
from the disgust created by Mr. B.'s 
Sermon. 





[From the same.] 


A NEW SHOW. 

When Voltaire was asked what were 
the best means of carrying on war sue: 
cessfully, he answered ‘ three things,’ 
—tirst, money; second, meney; third, 
money. Our orthodox brethren seem 
to be true disciples of Voltaire in their 
belief of the power of money to carry 
on their war against truth and reli- 
gious liberty. Among the new inven- 
tions got up for the purpose of getting 
money, is a Wooden God, which 3s 
carried about the country to be exbi- 
bited in Sunday Schools on the Sab- 
bath—a capitation tax of 64 cents be- 
ing required of a scholar as a compen- 
sation for seeing the show. _ It is cal 
culated that there are 550,000 clil- 
dren in the United States. From this 
number the sum of 34,375 dollars 1s 
to be collected by means of this show 
—a profitable god, truly!! 


‘ 


[From the Utica (N. Y.) Magazine.) 
THE MONEY MAKING GOD. : 
Last Sunday morning, a little girl; 
about twelve years of age, who attends 
the Presbyterian Sunday school in this 
village, at Rev. Mr. Aiken’s chureh, 





a political sermon, in which the preach-| 














returned after recitation, to the famils 
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with which she lived, with an unusual- 
ly animated countenance, and high 
hopes of gratified curidsity. *O, Mrs. 
S.’ said she, * we an’t to have any Sun- 
day School this afternoon—there is a 
man who has got something to show 
us; and we must all carry some money 
to give him so that we can see it.’ 
‘ What is it, Jenette, that the man has 
















































know what it is—it is something, 
something, very curious indeed.’ 

At evening, when the girl came 
home, hér eyes sparkling with plea- 
sure, she exclaims, * QO, Mrs. S. I’ve 
seen it—the man, showed us a little 
wooden god—it was a fine little thing. 
Some of the scholars paid ninepence, 
some a sixpence, and some three cents. 
The session room was crowded as full 
as itcould hold. The man who had 
it said, ‘it is worth a sixpence to see 
it,an’t it?” [thought it was. It had 
yellow eyes, and its hair was nailed on 
to its head. He turned it round to let 
us see the back of it, and it fell over, 
and the scholars all laughed, and the 
min laughed, and the teachers put 
their handkerchiefs over their faces, 
and did’t dare to look at each other 
for fear they would laugh and the scho- 
lars would see them.”’ 

This little wooden image is called 
a HEATHEN GOD, and is said to 
be worshipped by the Brahmins, Hin- 
doos, South Sea Islanders, or some 
other heathens, and is exhibited for a 
show to Sunday School children, for 
the purpose of getting money, and that 
too, by the Presbyterians, on Sunday!! 
Did ever monkish superstition, or Je- 
Suitical craft, go to greater lengths in 
exhibiting for money, or selling the 
pretended relics of saints? Who would 
have expected so ludicrous a scene as 


lishtened age, 
and in the Presbyterian church on 
Sunday, and countenanced and en- 


stantly harping abou 
tions of monkish superstition, papa 
presumption, arrogance and avarice, 


to show you?’ said Mrs. 8. *O, I don’t! 
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and the credulity of the ignorant vota- 
ries of the Roman church? 








{From the New Yorl: Telescope.] 
VIOLATION OF THE SABBATH. 

The evening session of Congress 
commenced on Saturday, at 6 o’clock, 
P. M. and continued business until 5 
o’clock on Sunday morning. Mr, 
Carson, a member from North Caro- 
lina, felt his spirit grieved at witnes- 
sing this violation of the Sabbath by his 
colleagues, and probably for the first 
time in his life, procured a Bible, and, 
by the aid of some New England mem- 
ber, found that portior? of it which 
contains the ten commandments.” 
He commenced reading the command- 
ments audibly in the House, until he 
came to that which reads * thou shalt 
not KILL!!!” Here the gentleman 
faltered, to the no small astonishment 
of his auditors: but after a moment’s 
reflection, it occurred to them, that 
this preacher against sabbath-breaking, 
is the same Mr. Carson who not ma- 
nv years since KILLED a fellow mortat 
ina duel! Verily, friend Carson, this 
is ** straining at a gnat and swallowing» 
a camel!” 

For the Reformer. 

The object of the self-reputed orthér 
dox is now, in the minds of every un- 
prejudiced person, fairly and clearly 
developed. All must agree that they 
aim at nothing less than religious su- 
premacy—A Union of Church and 
State. ‘The symptoms are sufficiently 
strong to leave the question without @ 
doubt. Dr. Ely’s “christian party i 
politics’’—his rejoicing in anticipation 
* ver the death of 4,000,000 persons, 
which according to his own calcula- 
tions, must happen m the next tem 


this, in this Protestant land, this en-|} years; and the fine prospects that 
this reformed village.|| must of course result therefrom.—— 


«This isa consummation most devout- 
ly to be wished by all good men,” says 


couraced by those too, who are con-|| Dr. Ely, “who love their country.”’— 
sy t the abomina-|| Reformer, May No. for 1830, page 78. 
\!| The united efforts of the Methodists 


and Presbyterians to stop the trams: 
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portation of the U. S.. mail on Sun-) those who had subscribed to 
tian, and who also took the Re 
we designed the notice to refer, 
sent the Christian to all who take 
‘former, 


day, with the many insinuations, little |, 
boasts and threats which have dropped | 
from the mouths of one or another of 
the clergy. in all parts of the Union, | 


reason is not totally annihilated by his , 
prejudices, that the subversion of our 
government is their sole object and de- | 
aire. G. L. 


Extrack of a letter from Steuben County, | 
New Yorl:. 

Estremen Frarexo,—This is to inform 
thee that the galling yoke of mental slave- 
ry is worn with discontent by some in and | 
about this neighbourhood, but how to un-, 
clench the rivets that fasten it on their| 
necks they know not, and indeed they 
have so far aided in kidnapping and ensla-| 
ving themselves, that they have not cou- | 
rage to assert their right to freedom. 

Woe to the inhabitants of ¢his land of 
boasted * liberty and equal rights,” when) 
the aspiring clergy shall have gained their | 
abject—Supremacy. E. B. 


— 


[From the Philadelphia dlbum.| 
The present unholy alliance of the self- 
styled righteous must be broken up, and | 
broken up now, or it never can be subju- | 
gated. The darkness and blackness of 
slavery will blot the fair escutcheon of our 
country, with a spot which can never be 


consider them as subscribers to the Chris. 
go plainly to show, to every man whose |Nian without their consent. This would 


| principles, and hence where the Christian 








wiped off but with oceans of blood. It is 
to save ourselves from such a catastrophe, 
that Aere, at the very outset, it becomes 
the duty of every man to take his stand. 





Money received by the Presbyterian Church. 


From a late Statistical Report of the 
Presbyterian Church in the United States, 
it appears that during the last year, there 
have been collected from their congrega- 
tions the following sums:—For Domestic 
and Foreigh Missions 44,914 dollars; for 
Theoiogical Seminaries, and educating 








young men for the ministry, &c. 135,773, 
dollars, making in all 180,687 dollars, 
which is upwards of 100,000 dollars more 
than was received the year preceding. 
Mistake Corrected —From the notice we 
gave in our last number, of forwarding the 
first number of the Christian ‘to subscri- 
bers with the Reformer,” it appears seve- 
ral have supposed we intended to forward 
the Christian to all who are subscribers to 
the Reformer. We did not, however, 
mean se to be understood—it was only. 


ES 
the Chris. 
former, 


the Ree 
they might suppose we meant te 


be entirely contrary to our feelings and 


has been sent to any who had not suhseri- 

bed 'o it, we sent it wholly gratuitous, 

without laying anv claim to them as sub. 

scr bers, and not with an expectation of 

continuing to send them, unless they 

should request us to do so. 
— vr 

Can any of our friends &t Washington or 
elsewhere, inform us "v what manages 
ment or legerdemain pr. Frelinghuy sen’s 
speech in theeSenate in favour of stoppin 
the mail of Sunday was published, wnt 
not Mr. Livingston's in reply to it. To 
us the circumstance seems nota little ex. 
traordinary, and we should be glad to have 
some information respecting. it. 

We have received some well anthenti- 
cated accounts of the conduct of certain 
missionaries in the Choctaw Nation, but 
the picture is of too deformed a character 
to appear in our pages. We thank the 
person who furnished us with the state 
ments, as they will serve still more fully 
to convince us of the little benefit that 
will arise to the ** heathen” as weil as to 
the cause of christianity’, by the missiona 
ary undertakings of the present day. 





















A premium of 50 dollars is offered in 
the New York Observer [a Prespyterian 
paper] for an original Tract, which shail 
be deemed the best adapted to get upa 
revival of religion in Colleges. 


[Why not dffer a premium at once fora 
machine to manufacture Presbyterians’) 





The whole amount of receipts to the 
American Bible Society the last year, '8 , 
stated to be 170,067 dollars. 
- SS 

The Reformer is printed on the first of 
each month, at one dollar a year. Let 
ters to be’addressed and payment made, 
to T. R. GATES, Proprietor and princi 
pal Editor, No. 290 North Third Street, 
Philadelphia. Numbers can be supplied 
from the commencement of the work 
When more convenient, persons may ¢llr 
ter their names as subscribers and make 
payment to the printer. 
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